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RECOGNIZING THE VALUE OF 
SERVICE 
Local Mayors and Officials Gather to 
Recognize Volunteers and National Service 
Members  

April is National Volunteer Month. To 
celebrate, PSP and the Cache Valley National 
Service Alliance hosted its annual Mayors, County 
Officials, and Tribal Leaders Day of Recognition for 
Volunteer and National Service on April 4th.  

Local officials from two counties participated 
in the event by signing a proclamation, declaring 
their support and appreciation for community 
volunteers and National Service program members. 
Several local officials – Cache County Council 
Chairman Greg Merrill, Cornish Mayor Joseph 
Hansen, Hyde Park City Council Member Sharidean 
Flint, and River Heights Mayor James Brackner – 
attended the event. Chairman Merrill and Mayor 
Hansen also spoke to those in attendance about the 
impact service has had on them and the 
communities where they serve.  

Also in attendance were National Service 
program directors, staff, and members from local 
AmeriCorps VISTA, AmeriCorps, National Civilian 
Community Corps (NCCC), Senior Corps RSVP, and 
Senior Corps Senior Companions programs. We wish 
to extend a very sincere thanks to all who joined us in 
recognizing and celebrating the invaluable work that 
volunteers and National Service members do in our 
community! 

 
 

ENGAGING STUDENTS IN 
SERVICE 
Shoe Drive at Fremont High School  

Monique Marsh, PSP VISTA Member at 
Fremont High School, was recently involved in a 
school-wide service project coordinated by the 
school’s service club and in partnership with a 
current Miss Utah contestant. For several weeks, 
Monique, the service club student members, and 
the Miss Utah contestant collected shoes donated 
by students and staff.  

The shoes were counted up by classroom, 
and the classroom bringing in the most donated 
pairs of shoes was rewarded with a pizza party. 
The shoes were then donated to youth and 
families in Burkina Faso. In all, Monique and the 
student collected $15,000 worth of shoes to send 
to Burkina Faso. Great work Monique and student 
at Fremont High School! 
 

CELEBRATING STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
 

Northern Utah Native Connection Program 
Celebrates Graduating Seniors 

This school year, the Northern Utah Native 
Connection PSP VISTA team met with 350 Native 
students across 50 different schools in three school 
districts. The team's annual Senior Celebration event 
was held on April 22, and over 30 Native youth, ages 
5-18, attended the event with their families. The event 
also featured a speech by USU's Miss American 
Indian, recognition of graduating high school seniors, 
and bracelet making.  

All of the students in attendance spent hours 
during the 2016-2017 school year reviewing grades, 
outlining goals, and discussing the importance of 
attending school, their dreams, and life in general 
with the program’s VISTA and paraprofessional team. 
Thank you to PSP VISTA Members Rachel Busenbark, 
Aubree Thomas, Karen Washburn, and Jessica 
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Westover, and to the program's director, Mountain 
Crest High School counselor Kris Hart, for their hard 
work and dedication to the program and these 
students. 

 
South Cache Middle School Hosts Academic 
Reward “Playoff Game” 

South Cache Middle School recently finished 
celebrating March Madness through one of its 
academic reward parties. Students with no missing 
assignments were able to attend a playoff game 
between students and a "women's all-star team” that 
featured a few special guests. The all-star team was 
mostly made up of female teachers from the school, 
and the special guest several male teachers wearing 
wigs.  

The students had a great time watching and 
cheering for their fellow classmates and their 
teachers. Also, the school’s student council 
performed a half-time routine and even threw out 
tons of free swag to the students. Courtney Stumph, 
PSP VISTA Member at South Cache, reported that 
although the teachers pulled a win in the end, the 
students played a hard-fought game and had great 
sportsmanship. One of the teachers even said that, 
“This event will be talked about for the rest of the 
school year!” The faculty and students are already 
looking forward to attending next year’s academic 
reward playoff game. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION 

Thanking our VISTA Members for their work 
 

•   The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who 
puts in extra effort for PSP, their site, or a 
struggling student. 

•   The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who 
exemplifies what it means to be a National 
Service volunteer. 

•   The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA 
who makes big impacts on their site and their 
community.  

•   The Determination Award for the VISTA who rises 
to face challenges and overcomes them 
unyielding tenacity. 

 

Jason Jensen,  
Mountain Crest High 
School 
 

The Determination Award 
 

Jason is persevering through his 
second year of being an AmeriCorps VISTA Member, 
all while working toward his Master’s degree in school 
counseling and being a great coworker, husband, 
and father. Despite experiencing a few hurdles in 
recent weeks, Jason is still managing work and his 
personal life with a genuinely positive attitude and is 
outgoing and passionate about serving today's 
youth. While serving as a VISTA, he has been 
extremely productive by assisting in the creation of a 
food and clothing pantry at Mountain Crest where 
students can receive needed clothing and food 
assistance. We are very thankful for Jason’s optimistic 
outlook on life, no matter what obstacles he comes 
across.  

 

HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE 
COMING UP… 

 
CONTINUE ON TO SEE UPDATES FROM 
OUR SENIOR VOLUNTEERS PROGRAM! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• May 12: Emma’s Birthday! 

• May 18: Angela’s Birthday! 

• May 30: Megan H’s Birthday! 

• May 30: Summer Associate First Day 

of Service 

SOUTH CACHE MS ALL-STAR TEACHER TEAM  



 

You most likely have already received a letter about our RSVP closing at the end of May, 

but we wanted to follow up for those who might have missed the message. 

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Project, which has been part of the Public & School 

Partnership at Utah State University since April of last year, will close on the last day of 

May of this year.  

The decision to close the RSVP is not a statement by the university on the value of 

having an RSVP, nor on the work of senior volunteers. The university simply applied 

financial rules that all non-profit organizations who work under the university’s umbrella 

must pass in order to be supported by the university. 

The good news is that the director of the Public & School Partnership is working on an 

alternative to RSVP which will allow the work 

and mission of the RSVP to continue while 

being a direct part of the PSP.  

The plan is that PSP will continue to support 

senior volunteering in the community by  

recruiting and matching volunteers with suitable 

volunteer opportunities.   

We see this new expanded vision for PSP as 

fitting the larger mission to promote the value 

of volunteering to seniors in our community. In addition, the change will allow the PSP  

more freedom to work with volunteers of all ages. 

I will remain with PSP in the capacity of a volunteer coordinator and will continue to act 

as the contact person for seniors throughout and beyond the transition.  

If our plans work—and we have every hope that they will—the change from an RSVP, to 

a senior volunteer program within PSP will be nearly invisible to current RSVP members. 

We will provide much the same help to volunteers and stations as in the past. 

Unfortunately, there are some benefits of an RSVP that it will not be possible to continue. 

Without an RSVP grant, we will no longer have the financial resources to have a yearly 

meal and celebration as in the past. We do plan on having more modest get-togethers 

with members. 

The secondary insurance program we have provided free to volunteers will no longer be 

possible. I don’t believe that any volunteer has used the insurance in the last decade.  

And lastly, we have used part of the RSVP grant to provide some mileage 

reimbursement. Only a limited number of volunteers ever asked for mileage 

reimbursement. Still it will be a loss to those who have needed it. At this time, no 

mileage reimbursement will continue. 

Since we are in the early stages of the plan to move RSVP volunteers to the PSP, there 

will undoubtable be some changes and adjustments along the way. 

Please bear with us! We are hoping that all current RSVP members will want to continue 

as part of the NEW organization for volunteering seniors. 

 

RSVP Clos ing , But Future Remains  Br ight!  

Sponsored by the Public & School Partnership at Utah State University. We provide 

volunteering opportunities to seniors 55 and older in Cache County and Rich County. 
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Current and planned         

organizations where Cache     

and Rich PSP senior volunteers 

help: 

 

In Hyrum: 

             Mountain Crest High   

  School 

In Logan: 

 Adams Elementary  

 Bear River Head Start  

 Bridgerland Literacy  

 Cache Food Pantry  

 Cache High School  

               Cache Refugee &  

      Immigrant Connection   

 Logan Family Center  

 Mountain Crest High 

      School 

 Somebody’s Attic 

 Stokes Nature Center 

 Wilson Elementary  

 Utah Conservation Corps 

In Smithfield: 

 Birch Creek Elementary  

 Park Elementary  

 Summit Elementary   

In Rich County: 

 Bear River Head Start  

  

 

 

 

 

 

to Senior Volunteers 



More Opportun it ies  to Serve    

Public & School  

Partnership’s  

Senior Volunteers 

Utah State University 

6505 Old Main Hill 

Logan, Utah 84332-6505 

435-797-5720 

Cache High School  

This high school on 1400 North in 

Logan needs volunteers to help in 

classrooms, mentoring and 

tutoring students. They also need  

volunteers with background/skill in 

art.  

Students at this school want to 

learn! Their 104 students have an 

average daily attendance of 91%! 

Stokes Nature Center 

The Stokes Nature Center needs 

volunteers to carry out their 

mission of providing  nature 

education to people of all ages. 

Stokes has a strong need for 

volunteers with a range of 

experience.  Needs include retired 

educators with natural science 

backgrounds who can talk to 

groups about understanding and 

appreciating nature, helping with 

outreach events, and handicrafts.  

They need “critter caretakers.” 

These volunteers can come in any 

time the center is open and care 

for native critters. Critters include 

a snake, a salamander and 

hummingbirds. 

They also need volunteers who 

can serve as docents at the center 

welcoming visitors. 

You can find out more about 

volunteering opportunities at their 

web site: www.logannature.org/

volunteer. 

Bridgerland Literacy  

Bridgerland Literacy offers free 

reading and writing tutoring to 

adult learners who are 

conversational in English. 

Volunteers are matched with a 

student for one-on-one tutoring in 

an open, safe, and confidential 

environment. Tutor training and 

teaching materials are provided at 

no cost. By improving literacy 

skills, individuals can function 

more efficiently and find more 

fulfillment in their lives.  

They match volunteer tutors with 

students and provide tutoring 

materials and a place—usually 

Bridgerland Applied Technology 

College—to conduct tutoring 

sessions. Volunteers meet with an 

assigned student  twice a week for 

a 1-hour session. Volunteers are 

asked to make a 6-month 

commitment. 

 

America’s Promise Alliance 

America's Promise Alliance recently celebrated their 20th anniversary. CNCS, who sponsors 

VISTA, Senior Corps, and other programs is a founding member of this organization. Here 

are the promises the alliance feels we should all make to our children. 

Promise #1, Caring Adults 

Caring adults are the centerpieces of children’s development. They serve as guides, 

caretakers and advisers, who give positive and productive guidance throughout their 

development. 

Promise #2, Safe Places 

To develop intellectually and emotionally, young people need physical and psychological 

safety at home, at school and in the community.   Without such “safe places” – environments 

that support and encourage inquiry, exploration, and play without fear of harm – children 

aren’t able to get support, form positive relationships and concentrate on school. 

Promise #3, A Healthy Start 

Children grow and learn better when they are born healthy and practice healthy habits 

throughout childhood, including proper nutrition and exercise, and have access to high 

quality learning opportunities. Healthy and well-nourished children are more able to develop 

their minds and bodies as they should, and they are far more capable of concentrating, 

learning and thriving throughout their school years. 

Promise #4, Effective Education 

Our increasingly knowledge-driven world demands people who have the education and skills 

to thrive in a competitive marketplace, and to understand the increasingly complex world in 

which they live. That means that in order to compete and succeed, all young people will need 

an effective education that prepares them for work and life. 

Promise #5, Opportunities to Help Others 

Through service to others and community, young Americans develop the character and 

competence they need to be helpful, hopeful and civically engaged all their lives, regardless 

of their own life circumstances.  The chance to give back teaches young people the value of 

service to others, the meaning of community, and the self-respect that comes from knowing 

that one has a contribution to make in the world.  


