The Public & School Partnership’s Monthly Newsletter
End of Summer, 2017

CELEBRATING OUR VISTA
GRADUATES

THANK YOU TO OUR SUMMER
ASSOCIATES

13 PSP VISTA Members Graduate from PSP

22 PSP Summer Associates to be Recognized

August is always a bittersweet time for PSP –

This summer, PSP saw its largest team of Summer

graduating VISTA Members are ending their service

Associates in program history, which has also been

while the newest VISTA Members are just starting their

one of its most driven and committed group of

service. Every year, PSP staff, VISTA Members, Site

associates. On Monday, August 7th, these Summer

Supervisors, and community partners come together

Associations will be recognized by PSP staff, fellow

to celebrate the service of the graduating VISTA

VISTA Members, and Site Supervisors at PSP’s annual

Members at the annual PSP Recognition Banquet.

Summer Social. Thank you to the following individuals

This year’s banquet was held on July 26, and
everyone in attendance was able to say “thank you”
to 13 incredible individuals for their commitment and

for their unwavering commitment to their sites this
past summer:
•

dedication to communities across northern Utah.

Adams Elementary: Olivia Allred, Morgan
Brady, Eric Godfrey, Robin Ferguson,

Each of them already have post-service employment

Tasha Talbert, and Morgan Wykstra

or education lined up or have several options to

•

Cache Makers: Philip Nelson

choose from, and many of them thank their service

•

CRIC/Ellis: Mitchell Atkinson, Whitney

experience for helping them obtain their new
positions. Graduating VISTA Member Megan Williams

Lewis, and Audrey Willmore
•

reflected on her service saying:

The Family Place: Mollie Cooley and
Carminda Greenstone

“Everything I am good at now, professionally,

•

I have developed because of my VISTA experience.”

DeGraw, Joanna Escalante, and Ana

PSP’s graduating VISTA Members include:
Wes Andrew (’16-’17), Cameron Brewer (’15-’17),

Reyes
•

Rachel Busenbark (’16-’17), Stacie Denetsosie (’16’17), Dani Gilsdorf (’16-’17), Laura Higgins (’14-’17),

The Logan Family Center: Jessica

Stokes Nature Center: Brittany Fish and
Cole Walton

•

Utah Conservation Corps/USU CCESL

Jaclyn LeBlond (’15-’17), Jason Parker (’16-’17),

Dept: Sam Braddy, Alexandria Dolezal,

Courtney STumph (’16-’17), Aubree Thomas (’16-’17),

Kirsten Leidich, and Emi Smith

Shayley Warner (’15-’17), Karen Washburn (’16-’17),
and Megan Williams (’15-’17).

2017 SUMMER SERVICE PROJECT
Another Summer Service Project in the Books!
Throughout the year, PSP’s staff and VISTA
Members collaborate with other National Service
and community organizations to host service projects
that benefit those organizations and their patrons.
This summer, PSP’s team of VISTA Members, Summer
Associates, and staff provided 8 hours of volunteer
service to seven wonderful community organizations

G RADUATING VISTA M EMBERS AT RECOGNITION BANQUET
( NOT PICTURED : C AMERON BREWER , DANI G ILSDORF , AND
COURTNEY STUMPH)

– CAPSA, Bridgerland Literacy, The Family Place, the
Logan Family Center, the Logan Rec Center, Stokes
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Nature Center, and the Utah Conservation Corps

Me’lani Hogan-Cephas,
Advocates for School Trust
Lands (ASTL)

community garden.

The Outstanding Outcomes
Award
Since the beginning of her
service in April, Me'lani has
made a tremendous impact for her site. She single
PSP ’S TEAM DURING THE

2017 SUMMER SERVICE PROJECT

handedly set up an entire conference registration
system that include options for membership payment
and donations. In addition, she interacts with the ASTL

VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION

board on a regular basis and manages website

Thanking VISTA Members for Their Service

updates. Shortly after starting her service, Me'lani also

•

•

The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who

took on organizing, planning, and executing the

puts in extra effort for PSP, their site, or a

annual ASTL summer conference. All of this incredible

struggling student.

work has been accomplished in her first few months,

The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who
exemplifies what it means to be a National

and members of ASTL are very pleased and grateful
for her efforts.

Service volunteer.
•

Dawna Webb,

The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA

Mountain Crest HS

who makes big impacts on their site and their

The Determination Award

community.
•

Dawna exudes determination

The Determination Award for the VISTA who rises
to face challenges and overcomes them
unyielding tenacity.

and persistent every day as a
VISTA Member and in her personal life. Dawna puts
an incredible amount of effort and dedication into all

Cameron Brewer,

of her endeavors, not matter how difficult they may

PSP Office

be. When Dawna sees a challenge, she takes it on

The Above & Beyond

with enthusiasm and a problem-solving attitude. At
site, Dawna coordinates a lot of the student data

Cameron is an amazing

collection and management efforts, which may be

example of a VISTA Leader

very monotonous and tedious at times. However, she

and VISTA Member. He always takes his assignments

takes on this work with positivity and is able to see the

seriously and puts his best foot forward to make sure

future impact that collecting and analyzing this data

projects and events run as smoothly as possible. He is

will have on students attending Mountain Crest High

constantly advocating for VISTA Members and

School.

bringing forward their concerns to the administrative
team. Cameron has also done a lot of work this year
to improve systems and collect feedback that helps
PSP continually improve as an organization and be a
more comfortable place for VISTA members.
Cameron will end his service in August, but his work
will be reflected in many of PSP’s endeavors for years
to come.
The Public & School Partnership (PSP) is an educational nonprofit organization based at Utah State University in Cache
Valley, UT. The PSP accomplishes its mission to eliminate poverty through improving education by building partnerships
between schools, parents, and the surrounding community in northeastern Utah.

