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A GREAT TIME FOR SERVICE  
The holiday season is often referred to as the 

“giving season.” Some choose to give by donating 
money, some give by giving gifts, and some give by 
volunteering their time. All across Cache Valley, PSP’s 
VISTA Members coordinated projects that gave 
people of all ages the opportunity to volunteer and 
to see their efforts bring a smile to the faces of 
children, parents, and partners in service. Two of 
these holiday projects were held at Bridger 
Elementary School and Cedar Ridge Middle School. 
South Cache Middle School also offers service 
opportunities to students every week during the 
school year.  

Bridger Elementary 
PSP VISTA Member Jason Parker coordinated 

a school-wide food drive in partnership with USU STEP, 
USU’s Stuff a Bus program, and the Cache Food 
Pantry. Every student and staff member at Bridger 
was invited to donate a non-perishable food item to 
the drive, and the class bringing in the most 
donations won a pizza party. Jason walked around 
every day for over two weeks collecting donations 
that were placed outside of classrooms and would 
then count and track the donations. Jason also 
posted the current totals on a can-shaped donation 
meter so that students, staff, and parents could see 
their progress every day.  

The winning class donated 150 items. In all, 
Bridger Elementary donated over 2,000 items to the 
Cache Food Pantry, and the items weighed a total of 
1600 pounds! Out of all the schools in the valley that 
participated in the food drive, Bridger brought in the 
most donations, so the entire school was awarded a 
cookie party. Thank you to Jason, USU STEP, and 
students, staff members, and parents at Bridger for 
their hard work! 

Cedar Ridge Middle School 
Melissa Yardley, PSP VISTA Member at Cedar 

Ridge Middle, coordinated an Angel Tree project in 
collaboration with Cedar Ridge’s Governor’s Youth 

Council (GYC). Melissa and the 19 members of GYC 
walked around to each study hall and invited 
students to “purchase” an ornament by making a 
cash donation. Ornaments were then hung on a tree 
in the school as a sign of the generosity of the 
students and staff of the school. All donations were 
collected and tracked by Melissa and her group of 
GYC students. Eventually, donations were split 
between nine Cedar Ridge families in need of winter 
clothing and shoes.  

The goal of the project was to raise $500 to 
support these families, but with only three days left, 
only $200 had been made. Cedar Ridge’s Career 
Center Coordinator, Kelsey Larsen, had the idea of 
selling candy canes as a way to raise funds to reach 
their goal. In three days, students and staff donated 
an additional $430 by purchasing an ornament or 
candy cane, bringing the total donation to $630! 
Thank you to Melissa, GYC members, students, and 
staff at Cedar Ridge Middle School for helping a few 
families in need.   

 
 

South Cache Middle School 
 Every week, students at South Cache Middle 
School have the opportunity to participate in service 
projects that benefit the school and its students and 
faculty members. PSP VISTA Member at South Cache, 
Courtney Stumph, coordinates each service project, 
and she has engaged 938 students who have served 
a total of 396 hours since September. Over $125 in 
donations have been raised to support the service 
projects. These service opportunities motivate the 
students to set and accomplish goals, teach them 
the importance of teamwork, and provide them with 
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an alternative learning experience that makes them 
eager to attend school every day. 

                  

 
 
 
 

 
MLK DAY OF SERVICE IN CACHE 
VALLEY 

Every year in communities all across the 
country, community volunteers and National Service 
members engage in MLK Day service projects. For 
the second year in a row, UServeUtah generously 
awarded PSP with one of eight available MLK Day 
grants to support its efforts to make MLK Day a day 
on, not a day off. As in previous years, PSP’s MLK Day 
project was a collaboration effort between various 
National Service programs based in Cache Valley, 
including PSP’s AmeriCorps VISTA and Senior Corps 
RSVP programs as well as the AmeriCorps America 
Reads program.  

National Service members from these 
programs posted flyers in local schools and solicited 
donations from patrons at local grocery stores. 
Donations were then given to local community and 
school pantries in Cache Valley and Brigham City. 
Patrons donated food as well as hygiene, household, 
and baby care items. In all, 755 items were donated, 
including 496 food items (518 pounds), 111 hygiene 
items, 77 school supplies, and 71 baby care items (13 
packages of diapers and 20 packages of wipes). A 
total of 86 individuals volunteered for a combined 
total of 217 hours.  

A special thank you to UServeUtah, Lee’s 
Marketplace in Logan, Lee’s Marketplace in 
Smithfield, Walmart in North Logan, Walmart in south 
Logan, Macey’s in Providence, and Adam’s 
Elementary for their support of the project. If you or 
someone you know if interested in donating to a 
local school pantry, please contact Cameron Brewer 

at pspvistaleader@gmail.com or (435) 797-0633 for 
more details.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANCE OF EMPLOYEE 
WELLNESS 

Client wellbeing is always a top priority. 
However, staff members and volunteers of nonprofit 
organizations often overlook their own wellbeing in 
order to better serve their clients. PSP VISTA Member 
Stacie Denetsosie and other staff members at The 
Family Place in Cache County, UT, recognize this 
oversight. So, Stacie and her team have 
implemented a brand-new employee wellness 
program to ensure that employees at The Family 
Place are maintaining their physical and emotional 
wellbeing and, therefore, maintaining the level of 
energy they need to continue serving community 
members of Cache Valley. 

The Family Place’s Employee Wellness 
Program focuses on three key aspects of wellness, 
including stress management, nutrition and meal 
planning, and weight management. The program 
consists of a quarterly health challenge and a 
speaker from the community who specializes in 
wellness services. This quarter, employees are 
competing in a 10,000 step-a-day health challenge, 
and the winner will be rewarded with a free 60-
minute massage at Leilani Salon and Spa. The 
wellness presentation for this quarter will be given by 
Nutri-Shop’s Pennie Christensen on January 26 at The 
Family Place’s Logan location.  

Stacie, who is helping coordinate the 
program, says they hope to host future wellness 
workshops on activities such as yoga, Zumba, and 
stress-relief strategies. If you are interested in 
implementing a similar program at your organization, 



 

 

 

The Public & School Partnership (PSP) is an educational nonprofit organization based at Utah State University in Cache 
Valley, UT. The PSP accomplishes its mission to eliminate poverty through improving education by building partnerships 

between schools, parents, and the surrounding community in northeastern Utah. 

please contact Stacie Denetsosie, PSP VISTA Member 
at The Family Place, at vista@thefamilyplaceutah.org. 
 
VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION 
Thanking our VISTA Members for their hard 
work 
 

•   The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who 
puts in extra effort for PSP, their site, or a 
struggling student. 
 

•   The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who 
exemplifies what it means to be a National 
Service volunteer. 
 

•   The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA 
who makes big impacts on their site and their 
community.  
 

•   The Determination Award for the VISTA who rises 
to face challenges and overcomes them 
unyielding tenacity. 

 

Dawna Webb,  
Mountain Crest High 
 

The Good Role Model 
Award 
 

Dawna Webb is back for her 
second VISTA Member 

Recognition Award of the year! This time, Dawna has 
received the Good Role Model award. Dawna is 
always working hard to learn new skills to benefit her 
site and to improve upon current student support 
programs. She always upholds VISTA and Mountain 
Crest expectations, and she is willing to ask questions 
or to provide clarification regarding those 
expectations to others when needed. Despite any 
situation that she may be facing, Dawna always 
maintains a positive attitude that she shares with 
everyone around her. She is frequently recognized by 
her site supervisor, site staff and faculty, fellow VISTA 
Members, and PSP office staff for her hard work and 
exceptional qualities.  

 

 
 
 
 

HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE 
COMING UP… 

 

 
 
CONTINUE ON TO SEE 
IMPORTANT UPDATES 
FROM OUR RSVP 
PROGRAM! 



 

Attendance Works, a California non-profit focusing on the importance of 

attendance in our public schools, says that “Attending school is essential to 

students gaining the academic and social skills they need to succeed. Reducing 

absenteeism is a simple, cost-effective, but often overlooked strategy for 

improving academic performance. Starting as early as preschool and 

kindergarten, chronic absence—missing 10 percent of the academic year—can 

leave third graders unable to read proficiently, sixth graders struggling with 

coursework, and high school students off track for graduation.” 

Attendance problems in some kindergarten and 1st Grade classes can be as high 

as those in high school. This is especially true with kids from low-income 

families, where as many as 20% of these children 

are chronically absent. 

And it does make a difference. After 3rd Grade, 

62% of those with good attendance can read on 

grade level, but only 43% of kids with at-risk 

attendance can read at grade level. And for those 

who have been chronically absent, only 41% read 

at grade level.  

It can be worse: For children who have been 

chronically absent in both kindergarten and 1st 

Grade, only 17% can read at grade level. 

Across the country, half of all chronically absent students are in just 12 percent 

of the schools. No Utah schools are among those with these high absenteeism 

rates. But, there is still work to do here. We don’t want any child to fall behind 

because of attendance. 

The good news according to Attendance Works is that chronic absence can be 

significantly reduced through a partnership of schools, families and community 

partners. 

A number of RSVP volunteers are helping at local schools. When and where it is 

possible, as volunteers become trusted friends of students, you may also be able 

to let students, who you know have missed a day or more of school, know that 

you notice when they are not at school and miss them. 

Read. Graduate. Succeed. 

Several schools still are in desperate need of volunteers to help struggling with 

reading and writing English. Children who fall behind in reading by third grade 

are FOUR times more likely to drop out of high school. Would you like to spend 

an hour a week working with students? 

Give us a call if you can help! 

Why School  Attendance Matters  

Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. Sponsored by the Public & School 

Partnership at Utah State University. RSVP provides volunteering opportunities 

to seniors 55 and older in Cache County and Rich County. 
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Current and planned         

organizations where Cache and 

Rich RSVP volunteers help: 

 

In Hyrum: 

            Mountain Crest High School 

In Logan: 

 Adams Elementary  

 Bear River Head Start  

 Bridgerland Literacy  

 Cache Food Pantry  

 Cache High School  

               Cache Refugee &  

      Immigrant Connection   

 Logan Family Center  

 Mountain Crest High 

      School 

 Somebody’s Attic 

 Stokes Nature Center 

 Wilson Elementary  

 Utah Conservation Corps 

In Smithfield: 

 Birch Creek Elementary  

 Park Elementary  

 Summit Elementary   

In Rich County: 

 Bear River Head Start  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mayor and County  Recognit ion Day  

More Opportunit ies  to Serve    

Public & School  

Partnership’s  

RSVP 

Utah State University 

6505 Old Main Hill 

Logan, Utah 84332-6505 

435-797-5720 

Logan Family Center 

This Family Center (LFC) is 

located between the Island Market 

and Wilson Elementary on Logan’s 

Island.  LFC is looking for 

volunteers who will help teach 

preschool classes, maintain lending 

library materials, and help staff 

develop teaching materials year 

round. 

They need seniors who can be 

with young children and parents to 

act as role models and offering 

positive response to families’ 

accomplishments and lend a 

sympathetic ear when appropriate. 

Cache High School  

This high school on 1400 North in 

Logan needs volunteers to help in 

classrooms, mentoring and 

tutoring students. They also need  

volunteers with background/skill in 

art.  

Students at this school want to 

learn! Their 104 students have an 

average daily attendance of 91%! 

Stokes Nature Center 

The Stokes Nature Center needs 

volunteers to carry out their 

mission of providing  nature 

education to people of all ages. 

Stokes has a strong need for 

volunteers with a range of 

experience.  Needs include retired 

educators with natural science 

backgrounds who can talk to 

groups about understanding and 

appreciating nature, helping with 

outreach events, and handicrafts.  

They need “critter caretakers.” 

These volunteers can come in any 

time the center is open and care 

for native critters. Critters include 

a snake, a salamander and 

hummingbirds. 

They also need volunteers who 

can serve as docents at the center 

welcoming visitors. 

You can find out more about 

volunteering opportunities at their 

web site: www.logannature.org/

volunteer. 

Teaching Sports at School  

Schools no longer have time in 

their schedules to teach the rules 

about key sports, nor help with 

learning how to do well in sports. 

Many schools have asked for 

senior volunteers who would  

volunteer on some afternoons 

teaching baseball, basketball, 

football and soccer to students. 

Senior Corps volunteers make a difference in Cache and Rich Counties as well as 

other cities and counties across the nation. On Mayor and County Recognition Day, 

April 4, 2017, city and country executives as well as tribal leaders will recognize the 

impact volunteers make. 

Our volunteers at the Public & School Partnership’s RSVP are part of the millions of 

citizens who serve each year at over 50,000 sites across the country. CNCS 

programs (which includes RSVP) “...improve lives, strengthen communities, and 

foster civic engagement.” 

Last year—the fourth year CNCS has sponsored this day—3,539 mayors and country 

officials participated. CNCS believes that county and city governments have a broad 

range of assignments that mirror CNCS’s mission. 

On April 4, 2017, the Public & School Partnership’s VISTA project along with RSVP 

will sponsor a Recognition Day Meeting at 

the Cache County Court House in the 

Council Chambers Room on April 4 

starting at 3:00 p.m. Local mayors will be 

talking about the importance of 

volunteering and thanking volunteers for 

their commitment and impact. 

The meeting will inspire you with the difference volunteers make.   

We invite all members of RSVP to join with us on your day! 

Wendy Spencer Leaves CNCS 

Wendy Spencer, who has been the chief executive officer of CNCS for the last five 

years under President Obama has left and moved to being CEO of Leadership 

Florida. President Trump will soon name a replacement. We wish her well. 


