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COMING INTO MARCH LIKE A
LION!
From welcoming two new VISTA Members to

communities by AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA
members. AmeriCorps Week is typically observed
during the first or second week of March, but events

gathering with other service members across the

take place throughout the entire month. In Utah,

state, March was full of celebrations and successes

AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA service members,

for PSP. Take a look at what PSP was up to this

alumni, supervisors, and State Commission and CNCS

month…

State Office staff gathered on March 22 at the

Welcome, Daniel and Emma
This month, PSP welcomed two new VISTA
Members – Daniel Bialkowski and Emma Tucek.

beautiful Zermatt Resort in Midway during the annual
AmeriCorps Gathering hosted by UServeUtah.
During the event, attendees heard stories of

Daniel comes to us from right here in Cache Valley

service, participated in professional and personal

and is serving with the USU Education Outreach

development activities, and engaged in service

program. Daniel has always been a strong advocate

projects to assist Utah-based nonprofit organizations.

for arts education here in Cache Valley. As a VISTA

PSP had a crew of 12 VISTA Members and staff

Member, he often partners with the Cache Valley

attend the event, and everyone had a great time

Center for the Arts (CVCA) to develop sustainable

celebrating and learning alongside fellow service

arts education outreach and programming to

members and alumni. Keynote speaker Bill

underserved youth all across the valley. During his

Schuffenhauer, former Olympian, gave a very

service, Daniel hopes to gain a better understanding

inspiring speech about how working with someone so

of the capacity building and sustainability efforts that

that they can accomplish one amazing thing is what

are necessary to build a successful nonprofit. Daniel

brings us all closer to collectively accomplishing

is also a very talented artist – almost every evening,

“amazing.” Here in Utah, we realize that our state

Daniel teaches pottery and ceramics classes at

needs AmeriCorps to get us closer to reaching

CVCA to youth and adults of all skill levels.

“amazing.” Take a look at what AmeriCorps VISTA

Emma recently moved to Logan and is
serving her PSP VISTA term at Stokes Nature Center, a
brand-new PSP VISTA site! Emma is originally from
Illinois, but she has lived in six different states in the
past three years! She completed one VISTA term in
Washington before moving to Colorado to work as a
resident advisor at a residential teen-support center.
At Stokes Nature Center, Emma supports the
Education Department by sustainably meeting the
needs of the center’s various outdoor programs and
by identifying opportunities to improve and expand

members have accomplished with PSP alone…

In

11 years, over 350 PSP

VISTA Members have served in
more than 20 schools or
community organizations in
northern Utah, raised over

$336,500 cash

upon those programs.

and $2,000,000 in-kind

Celebrating the Impacts of AmeriCorps

resources, and served over

Every year, thousands of AmeriCorps
members across the nation gather together to
celebrate the amazing impacts being made in

97,000 youth and adults.
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BIG VISTA IMPACTS
Northern Utah Native Connection and the
USU Pow Wow

PSP VISTA Member Shayley Warner worked
alongside counselors and staff of BEMS to recruit and
coordinator volunteer presenters and to plan the
event schedule and each student’s individual

PSP’s Northern Utah Native Connection VISTA

schedule. In all, 31 presenters and 13 community

Members hosted a booth at the annual USU Pow

volunteers – including PSP VISTA Members and staff –

Wow on March 4. Hundreds of people attended the

volunteered their time during the event, for a total of

event over two days, and PSP’s VISTA Members were

130 volunteer service hours! Following a presentation,

there handing out flyers and learning more about the

one student was overheard saying, “my speaker was

mentor program that they coordinate in schools in

very nice, had fun stories, and was very informative.”

Cache County, Logan City, and Box Elder school

This year’s Life Skills Conference was a huge success,

districts. They also set up a trivia game so people

and it was a great way to end College and Career

could test their knowledge of Native culture and

Week at BEMS.

heritage.
In addition, The VISTA Members acquired
donations from local businesses like The Sportsman,
Yogurtland, and Temptation Cupcakes for a raffle
they ran during the event. The grand prize was a
brand-new bike, and the man who won the bike was
brought to tears and said that it was, “the first bike his
grandson ever had.” What an incredible experience
and opportunity for our VISTA Members and all of the
community members who attended the pow wow!

Pathway to Financial Success Grant
PSP VISTA Member Wes Andrew at Cache
High School recently received a Pathway to Financial
Success grant from Discover Financial Services for
$16,900 to purchase personal finance curriculum from
Dave Ramsey Solutions! Originally, Wes wrote the
grant for Cache High School, but after reviewing the
grant requirements, he learned that he needed a
different approach. So, Wes wrote the final draft of
the grant to include programming benefits for not just
Cache High School, but for all four high schools in

Life Skills Conference at Box Elder Middle

Cache County School District.
The curriculum will enable teachers to teach

School (BEMS)
On March 17th, the Counseling Center at
BEMS hosted its third Life Skills Conference during
College and Career Week. The entire student body –
over 1,000 students – and faculty and staff of the
school participated in the event. The goal of hosting
the conference is to empower students to succeed
by providing them with opportunities to learn about

up-to-date personal finance lessons while giving
them freedom to adapt the lessons to the learning
styles of the students. Wes is very grateful for
Discover’s generosity. He is also very glad he took the
opportunity to participate in different grant writing
classes and workshops, because they helped him not
get too overwhelmed by writing this grant.

how they can achieve that success.
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VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION

he has been an excellent role model for fellow

Thanking our VISTA Members for their hard
work

that one does not have to be in the spotlight to be a

•  

The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who
puts in extra effort for PSP, their site, or a
struggling student.

•  

The Determination Award for the VISTA who rises
to face challenges and overcomes them
unyielding tenacity.

•  

The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who
exemplifies what it means to be a National
Service volunteer.

•  

The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA
who makes big impacts on their site and their
community.

Jessica Westover,
Native Connection

National Service members. Taylor truly understands
strong leader and to know that their work is making a
difference, which is a common struggle with
AmeriCorps VISTA members. Taylor makes everyone
around him feel welcome and accepted, which
allows him to earn respect and trust from others
almost instantly.
During his service, he also showed strong
commitment to his work and his year-long VISTA
service. Although he did not foresee working in a
school-environment in the future, he never ceased to
recognize the valuable skills and knowledge he
gained during his service that would continue to
benefit him. We wish Taylor the best of luck in his
future endeavors and thank him for being a great
role model to all of us!

The Determination
Award

UPCOMING RECOGNITION

During the ups and

EVENT

downs of VISTA
service, Jessica has always remained extremely

Mayors, County Officials, and Tribal Leaders

dedicated to her work as a VISTA and with the

Day of Recognition for National and

Northern Utah Native Connection, and she always

Volunteer Service

maintains a positive and determined attitude. She will

This year’s national and volunteer service

go above and beyond to make sure that those

recognition event will be held on Tuesday, April 4 at

around her feel valued and successful, all while

the Historic Cache County Courthouse in Logan, UT.

keeping a genuine and welcoming smile on her

PSP VISTA Leader Cameron Brewer has taken the

face.

lead on this year’s event, which PSP hosts in
Jessica is also very determined to see her

VISTA work through until the end of the school year,
and she recently requested and was accepted for

collaboration with the Cache Valley National Service
Alliance and local Mayors and officials.
During the event, local Mayors and officials,

an extension of service. Jessica knows the

National Service members, and program directors will

importance of perseverance and determination, and

express their appreciation of national and volunteer

we are grateful for all she has done during her

service. Over 15 community volunteers will be

service!

recognized, five local officials have committed to

Taylor DeVilbiss,
Fremont High School
The Good Role Model
Award
Taylor recently ended

attend, and even more have already participated
by signing a proclamation of support.

CONTINUE ON FOR UPDATES
FROM OUR RSVP PROGRAM!

his service with PSP, but
The Public & School Partnership (PSP) is an educational nonprofit organization based at Utah State University in Cache
Valley, UT. The PSP accomplishes its mission to eliminate poverty through improving education by building partnerships
between schools, parents, and the surrounding community in northeastern Utah.

RSVP Newsletter
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. Sponsored by the Public & School
Partnership at Utah State University. RSVP provides volunteering opportunities
to seniors 55 and older in Cache County and Rich County.

March , 2017
Current and planned
organizations where Cache and
Rich RSVP volunteers help:

In Hyrum:
Mountain Crest High
School
In Logan:
Adams Elementary
Bear River Head Start
Bridgerland Literacy
Cache Food Pantry
Cache High School
Cache Refugee &
Immigrant Connection
Logan Family Center
Mountain Crest High
School
Somebody’s Attic
Stokes Nature Center
Wilson Elementary
Utah Conservation Corps
In Smithfield:
Birch Creek Elementary
Park Elementary
Summit Elementary
In Rich County:
Bear River Head Start

E c o n o m i c Va l u e o f Vo l u n t e e r C o m m u n i t y S e r v i c e
Columbia University did a study about the economic impact of volunteering across the
nation. The assessment they made was not about the initial benefit from volunteers,
which is services provided, but about the economic benefit to the country.
According to this study, youth national service programs “easily pass a cost-benefit test.”
For every $1.00 invested in national service, there is a return of $3.95 in terms of higher
earnings, more output and community-wide gains.
While the study was about youth program such as AmeriCorps, we see no reason that
our nation—and of course Cache Valley—would not gain the same from seniors who
volunteer in their communities.
According to Columbia University, if volunteering through programs such as those
sponsored by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) increased,
through economy of scale, the cost-benefit is
likely to be even more dramatic.
The conclusion is that while volunteering helps
initially with the services volunteering helps
provide, there are long-term benefits to society
that are dramatic.
But even the value of the initial volunteering is
of enormous value. In 2014, the last year for
which there is data, CNCS estimates that there were 7.9 billion hours of volunteer service
worth $184 billion dollars.
HUFFINGTON POST ARTICLE
The Huffington Post last year ran an article about volunteering in America. The title of
the article was “The Shockingly High Value of Volunteering.”
The Post noted that not only do we get the direct value of the volunteering, but there is
strong evidence that volunteers give more money to charitable causes than nonvolunteers.
CNCS FUNDING IN CACHE COUNTY
The Corporation for National and Community Service, which helps fund your RSVP,
AmeriCorps-Utah Conservation Corps, Senior Companion Program, Public & School
Partnership and Utah Conservation Core here in Cache, gives $997,397 to support these
organization’s missions.
LOGAN FAMILY CENTER
Focused on educating and empowering families, the Logan Family Center at 50 South,
400 East in Logan has played an important role in Logan for decades.
Working off a very modest budget, they help prepare pre-school age students for public
school through the “Ready! Set! School!” program. In addition they have provide classes
and a resource library to educate parents on parenting skills.
And they have a lending library of educational toys!
Many of the families who visit the Family Center have a low family income and appreciate

the help offered there.
They have a number of areas where volunteers can help, from participating on a number
of committees, to helping with general upkeep of the center and work with their aging
computers and printers. They have a number of Hispanic families who use the center, and
can use help translating English materials into Spanish.
Young children who visit the center love seniors who volunteer. Ed O’Herron was an RSVP
volunteered there for almost eight years. Unfortunately, Ed passed away in December of
2015, but parents reported that their children would ask to come to the Family Center just
so they could see Ed!
BEAR RIVER HEAD START
Bear River Head Start provides a comprehensive preschool program for children. Head Start “emphasizes
and teaches the importance of being healthy, eating
nutritious foods, and staying safe, as well as providing
information about literacy, employability, and meeting
education goals.”
Head Start is always looking for volunteers and has
services in Logan, Millville, Richmond, Smithfield and
Hyrum where you can help.
If you enjoy working with young children, you will enjoy
volunteering at Head Start.
UTAH CONSERVATION CORE
The Utah Conservation Corps (UCC) is an AmeriCorps
program, based out of Utah State University , with a
mission to develop the conservation leaders of tomorrow through service and education.
The UCC is seeking senior volunteers to assist with the creation of a community garden at
the UCC's headquarters at 1483 Canyon Road. Volunteers will be needed to build raised
beds, transplant starts, weed, and water throughout the summer. Senior volunteers will also
have the chance to mentor members of the UCC's youth conservation corps program.
The UCC is also seeking volunteers to help construct a trail that will connect the UCC house
to USU campus this summer.

More Opportunities to Serve
Cache High School
This high school on 1400 North in
Logan needs volunteers to help in
classrooms, mentoring and
tutoring students. They also need
volunteers with background/skill in
art.
Students at this school want to
learn! Their 104 students have an
average daily attendance of 91%!

Public & School
Partnership’s
RSVP
Utah State University
6505 Old Main Hill
Logan, Utah 84332-6505
435-797-5720

Stokes Nature Center
The Stokes Nature Center needs
volunteers to carry out their
mission of providing nature
education to people of all ages.
Stokes has a strong need for
volunteers with a range of
experience. Needs include retired
educators with natural science
backgrounds who can talk to
groups about understanding and

appreciating nature, helping with
outreach events, and handicrafts.
They need “critter caretakers.”
These volunteers can come in any
time the center is open and care
for native critters. Critters include
a snake, a salamander and
hummingbirds.
They also need volunteers who
can serve as docents at the center
welcoming visitors.
You can find out more about
volunteering opportunities at their
web site: www.logannature.org/
volunteer.
Bridgerland Literacy
Bridgerland Literacy offers free
reading and writing tutoring to
adult learners who are
conversational in English.
Volunteers are matched with a

student for one-on-one tutoring in
an open, safe, and confidential
environment. Tutor training and
teaching materials are provided at
no cost. By improving literacy
skills, individuals can function
more efficiently and find more
fulfillment in their lives.
They match volunteer tutors with
students and provide tutoring
materials and a place—usually
Bridgerland Applied Technology
College—to conduct tutoring
sessions. Volunteers meet with an
assigned student twice a week for
a 1-hour session. Volunteers are
asked to make a 6-month
commitment.

