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BACK TO SCHOOL!
PSP is glad to bring you the first newsletter of

We are incredibly thankful for the commitment
of these nine individuals: Sara Armbrust, Rachel

the new school year. We have tons of updates to

Busenbark, Rocio Curdy, Andrew Erickson, Ashley

bring you from the summer, and we are looking

Erickson, Stacey Hoffmann, Wynter Holtman,

forward to all of the exciting stories and

Megan Hendrix, and Sarah Keady.

announcements to come in the next few months.
PSP VISTA Members have worked tirelessly
over the past few weeks to help their sites prepare for

PSP Summer Service Project
Each year, PSP hosts a summer service

the 2016-2017 school year by attending faculty

project where our full-term VISTA Members team up

meetings, coordinating back to school nights, and

with our Summer Associates to support a few

supporting students in their transition to the next

community organizations. This year, our group

grade level. Many of our members have also

volunteered at The Family Place, the Utah

celebrated their own first day of school, as college

Conservation Corps garden, the Logan Family

campuses kicked off their first day in the past week or

Center, and Mountain Crest High School. Volunteer

two. For now, we will bring you some highlights from

activities included clearing and hauling wood and

the summer…

mulch, painting, crafting, sorting and washing
clothes, restoring outdoor areas, and doing book

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS

inventory.

Check out what PSP was up to this summer
Summer Associate Success
In July, PSP’s nine Summer Associates
completed their ten-week service term and were
celebrated at the annual PSP Summer Social. This
year, Summer Associates coordinated free meal
programs and summer camps, established
fundraising events and a community garden, and
raised awareness for local services and
community organizations! Each Summer Associate
received a silver-level President’s Volunteer
Service Award for their service.

Annual Recognition Banquet
PSP recognized its graduating, continuing,
and incoming VISTA Members as well as its local
partners and sponsors at the annual PSP Recognition
Banquet, held at the USU Alumni House. Guests
enjoyed a delicious meal, the 2015-2016 PSP
slideshow, a formal recognition ceremony, and the
debut of our Peer Recognition awards.
PSP recognized its most loyal community
partners, including: CCESL, Dr. Rebecca Walton and
Jared Colton, Michael Wheatley, PSP Site Supervisors,
Ross Dress for Less, Wal Mart (south), Smith’s on 700 N,
and Shopko. Graduating VISTA Members
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each received a President’s Volunteer

For each of these projects, Dawna arrived

Service Award, a PSP VISTA graduation certificate,

early, stayed late, and put her whole heart into her

and a photo from their service. PSP, Bridger

work, even when she had several projects going on

Elementary, Mountain Crest High School, Willow

at once. We greatly appreciate Dawna’s efforts and

Valley Middle School, Title VII, and Sky View High

are glad to have her back as a VISTA!

School have benefited greatly from the efforts of our
six graduating VISTA Members, who include: Jasmine
Despain, Jennie Hymas, Amanda Johnston, Rebecca
Miller, Angelina Whitehorse, and Jon Wilkey.
All of our VISTA Members, Site Supervisors,

Rachel Busenbark,
Northern Utah Native
Connection (Title VII)
The Good Role Model

and volunteers received a small gift as way to show

Award

our appreciation, including a small box of chocolates

Rachel is a wonderful role

that was generously donated by Bluebird Candies.

VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION
Thanking our VISTAS for their hard work
•  

•  

•  

•  

model for VISTA Members to look up to. She always
seeks opportunities to make those around her feel
accepted, respected, and understood. Although she
just started her service, Rachel is already able to

The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who
puts in extra effort for PSP, their site, or a
struggling student.

create a feeling of belonging within the PSP VISTA

The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who
exemplifies what it means to be a National
Service volunteer.

Rachel always has a smile on her face, and her

The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA
who makes big impacts on their site and their
community.
The Determination Award for the VISTA who rises
to face challenges and overcomes them
unyielding tenacity.

Dawna Webb,
Mountain Crest High

group. She is genuine in her interactions with people
and is happy to help when others are in need.
positive attitude is something that is truly contagious.
Rachel truly exemplifies the spirit of VISTA!

Jason Parker,
Bridger Elementary
The Outstanding Outcomes
Award
Jason began his service at the
beginning of August, and he

The Above & Beyond Award

kicked off his service by going out into the

Dawna always goes above and

community to seek support for several of Bridger’s

beyond for her site, PSP, and

programs. Jason successfully acquired nearly $1,200

students. In July alone, Dawna

in in-kind donations from eight community businesses

took charge of a portion of PSP’s service project,

in less than one month, including items like drawstring

managing every aspect of the service work at

bags, pencils, crayons, and other school supplies that

Mountain Crest High School. While preparing for that

will support student success.

role, she was also working hard to prepare the

Jason also worked hard to update the

school’s new Giving Room by acquiring and sorting

school’s website, and he created several tracking

donations, painting the room, and managing

systems so that he and school staff can always have

volunteers to assist on the project. Meanwhile,

the most up-to-date information on student progress

Dawna was heavily involved in revamping PSP’s

and attendance as well as school volunteers. It is

Mentor Program by offering advice and suggestions

incredible to see just how much the Bridger

and meeting with the other mentors.

Elementary community has already benefited from
Jason’s energy and dedication!
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Laura Higgins,
The Logan Family Center

skillset. Here are the organizations that are

The Determination Award

Volunteers:

currently hosting both VISTA Members and RSVP
•  
•  
•  
•  

Laura and her team at The
Logan Family Center recently
hosted their Logan Family Fair;

Cache High School
Cedar Ridge Middle School
The Logan Family Center
Mountain Crest High School

and although the event was very successful, it did
not come without its share of obstacles. In the week
leading up to the event, Laura and her team were
surprised to find themselves securing last-minute

HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE
COMING UP…

booths, donations, vendors, and volunteers. Even

UPCOMING EVENTS

when she had taken pre-approved vacation a few
days during that week, Laura came back ready to
do what was necessary to make sure that the event

•

September 5: Labor Day

ran smoothly.

•

September 9: Maia’s Birthday!

•

September 9-10: PSP 9/11 Service Project

•

September 10: Logan Family Center

She and her team worked hard to engage
colleagues, friends, and family to go out in the
community to raise awareness of the event. Despite

Tables of Content

the setbacks they had faced during that week,
Laura’s communication and attitude remained
positive and amicable. Laura’s persistence and
determination were important factors in the success
of her site’s event!

•

September 19: Rachel’s Birthday!

•

September 22-23: Site Visits

•

September 24: USU Homecoming
Parade

VISTA AND RSVP TEAM UP IN
CACHE VALLEY

•

September 26: Stacie’s Birthday!

•

September 27: Cameron’s Birthday!

PSP’s AmeriCorps VISTA and Senior Corps
RSVP programs have teamed up at several
organizations here in Cache Valley. Those
organizations have been benefiting from National
Service efforts through PSP’s VISTA program, and
they were eager to host RSVP volunteers when
they heard that PSP recently began managing
that program as well.
Although each program exists in the same
organization, that does not mean that each
program’s National Service members are working
on the same projects. Instead, the work of the

CONTINUE ON TO SEE
IMPORTANT UPDATES
FROM OUR RSVP
PROGRAM!

service members is meant to complement each
other, even if they are taking on supporting
different projects. As a result, the impact at each
organization is greater and the organization can
then benefit from each service member’s unique
The Public & School Partnership (PSP) is an educational nonprofit organization based at Utah State University in Cache
Valley, UT. The PSP accomplishes its mission to eliminate poverty through improving education by building partnerships
between schools, parents, and the surrounding community in Northeastern Utah.

RSVP Newsletter
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. Sponsored by the Public & School
Partnership at Utah State University. RSVP provides volunteering opportunities
to seniors 55 and older in Cache County and Rich County.

September 2016
Current partner
organizations and
stations with Public &
School Partnership’s
RSVP in Cache and Rich
and Counties

Schools:
Adams Elementary
Cache High
Cedar Ridge Middle
Park Elementary
Mountain Crest High

Community Centers:
Bridgerland Literacy
Cache Refugee &
Immigrant Connection
Cache Senior Center
Logan Family Center
Stokes Nature Center
Utah Conservation Corps

A N e w B eg i n n i ng f o r R S V P
RSVP volunteer services are available again in Cache and
Rich Counties now as part of the Public & School
Partnership at Utah State University. We are very excited
about the opportunity we and volunteers have to make a
difference in our community.
Our focus has changed. To match the PSP mission, we will
focus our volunteering efforts primarily on education in
schools and in community organizations. We are especially
interested in helping with education that elevates people of all ages out of
poverty.
While our focus is education, we support and partner with other non-profit organizations
that are important to our communities. The Cache Refugee & Immigrant Connection
(CRIC) and the Stokes Nature Center are two examples.
Offices for the RSVP are on the main floor of the Human Services Research Center
(HSRC) with the Center for Persons with Disabilities (CPD) at USU. This building is just
south of the cemetery. We also hold monthly Community Hours at the Logan Library and
the Cache Senior Center.
We currently have nine stations and the list is growing. We want to offer volunteer
opportunities in different neighborhoods and welcome your suggestions. Our website has
the most up-to-date list of the stations who have officially agreed to work with RSVP
volunteers, and what types of volunteering are available at each location. We would be
happy to email or mail a working copy of volunteer opportunities at any time that you want
a current list. Please feel free to call as well. We are always happy to talk about volunteer
interests for station and activities. Matching volunteer interests and community needs is key!

Room to Grow:

RSVP’s New Roles

Please let us know of schools

Krista Gurko divides her time between VISTA and RSVP. Krista has a Master’s in education
from the University of Washington and is currently a doctoral student at Utah State. She
studies human development. She appreciates the opportunity to work with RSVP
volunteers to find partnerships to improve community and work with people of all ages.

and nonprofit organizations
that can benefit from RSVP
volunteers in your community.
Contact us:
435-797-5720
rsvpcacherich@gmail.com
Thank you!

Rodney Pack also works with PSP’s new RSVP program. Rodney brings years of
experience, great ideas for starting strong with the new RSVP program, and a passion for
making partnerships that are interesting and satisfying for RSVP volunteers in Cache and Rich
Counties.

What is a Station?
RSVP works by partnering with local public agencies and secular and faith-based private
organizations whose missions mirror ours. The Corporation for National and
Community Service calls these organizations “stations.” We aren’t sure why.
We match senior volunteers with these stations with whom we have a partnership. We
ensure that not only do these organizations perform a valuable service in our community, but
that they offer a meaningful volunteering opportunity, follow reasonable rules that protect
seniors while volunteering, and treat volunteers fairly.
While we are currently working on what organizations will participate with RSVP, we already
have verbal or written commitments from the organizations listed on the left on the front
page.
Public & School
Partnership’s RSVP at
Utah State University
Call:
435-797-5720
Mail:
6505 Old Main Hill
Logan, Utah 84322-6505
Visit:
Human Services
Research Center
(HSRC) at USU
Web:
publicschoolpartnership.com

Cache County’s RSVP and PSP’s RSVP
Although Public & School Partnership's RSVP has many similarities with the former Cache
County RSVP, our RSVP is new and not just the old RSVP in a new location. If you volunteered
through Cache County RSVP, your enrollment there has not moved to us; we hope you will fill
out a new application to continue to volunteer through RSVP.
We can email you a new application, or each month we are at the Cache Senior Center on the
first Wednesday from 10:00 am until 12:30 pm and at Logan City Library in the Temple Fork
room on the third Wednesday at the same time. We welcome your visit when we are out in the
community—or in our offices on the USU campus.
Benefits of Volunteering Through RSVP
RSVP has excess accident medical coverage, excess volunteer liability insurance, and
excess automobile liability insurance on all volunteers while they are volunteering through
RSVP, including traveling to and from the location where they volunteer.
The excess accident medical coverage will pay up to $50,000 for medical
treatment, hospitalization and licensed nursing care for a covered accident.
This insurance is provided free to all our volunteers! A two-page summary of the coverage
is available by calling our office.
More Opportunities to Serve
Adams Elementary

Cache High

This school in the heart of Logan is
looking for volunteers who will help
create backpacks of food for
students using food from the Cache
Food Pantry.

This high school on 1400 North
needs volunteers to help in
classrooms, mentoring and tutoring
students,. They can use volunteers
with background/skill in art.

They need seniors who can be with
students during lunch periods acting
as role models and offering positive
response to student
accomplishments and lend a
sympathetic ear when appropriate.

They also need help with their food
pantry.

And they need seniors who can help
in classrooms giving more personal
attention to students struggling with
English, math and other subjects.
They will work with volunteers to
find an assignment that works with
the volunteers’ schedule.

Students at this school want to
learn! Their 104 students have an
average daily attendance of 91%.

Logan Family Center
This home-like preschool
environment is looking for
volunteers to help parents and their
young children as they prepare for
school. Children and parents gather
in groups and come individually to

learn social and school skills.
Parents have access to toys, books,
and community members to learn
with and from.
Most volunteers serve about 5
hours per week, between the hours
of 9:00am and 4:30pm Monday
through Friday.
The volunteer chooses a day/time
that is convenient for them and then
comes regularly.
Volunteers serve as classroom aides,
under the direction of an instructor,
practicing conversation skills, help
track student learning, leading small
group activities, and modeling
pronunciation.
It is fun helping these children and
parents learn as they play!

