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NOVEMBER IS HERE! 
Our First Newsletter 

Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter, 

THE PSP Jotter. In this monthly bulletin we’ll let you 

know about all the wonderful things our AmeriCorps 

VISTA Members have been up to, as well as filling you 

in on upcoming events and ways to get involved.  If 

you have an idea that you would like to be featured, 

please let us know. We thank you for your ongoing 

support in our fight to erase poverty across Cache 

Valley and Northeastern Utah. We appreciate you 

and all you do for us!   

 

PARTNER SITE HIGHLIGHTS 
Look at What Our VISTAs Have Been Up To 
 

Sound Beginnings Preschool 
VISTA Members Jason Jensen and Megan 

Williams have had their hands full at their site. With 

recent budget cuts, Sound Beginnings was unable to 

hire the company previously used to transport 

children to and from the preschool. Jason and 

Megan created a more cost-effective, alternative 

plan to transport the children and keep them safe in 

the process. They also hosted two CARE workshop 

sessions for families of children with hearing loss. Way 

to go Sound Beginnings team! 
 

South Cache 8-9 Center 
 VISTA Member Beverly Pickup has been 

helping students at South Cache 8-9 Center plan for 

their futures. She coordinated a Utah Scholars event 

in which community volunteers spoke to over 700  

eighth graders about higher education. She also 

helped to create a Latino College and Career Ready  

 

group at her school, in which the 46 student 

members will meet monthly to discuss college and 

career options. Thanks for all of your hard work 

Beverly!  
 

Wilson Elementary School 

 Wilson Elementary School hosted a 7-week 

camp this summer that served 216 academically at-

risk students. With the help of 3 summer associates, 25 

teachers, and 44 community volunteers, VISTA 

members Michelle Dove, Lynda Jensen, and Shonna 

Ferree offered STEM activities, facilitated cross-age 

tutoring, supervised a service-learning club, and 

partnered with a community lunch program to 

provide free lunches for all participating students. 

Lynda and Michelle have also been hard at work 

gathering donations for the school’s upcoming 

clothing drive and collaborating with the local food 

pantry to coordinate a food distribution service that 

ensures low income families have food over 

weekends and holidays.  We are very proud of our 

Wilson crew! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• November 11: Wilson Elementary Clothing 
Drive, 5-7:30pm 
 

• November 12: Wilson Elementary Clothing 
Drive, 9am-7pm 
 

• November 18:  

Optional Monthly Training, 5-6pm –  

Clarifying reporting and objectives 

• November 19: Chili’s Fundraiser for the 
FIRC, 11am-10pm 
 

• November 25: Laura’s Birthday! 
 

• November 25-27: Thanksgiving Break 
 

• December 2: Mandatory Quarterly 
Training & Holiday Service Project Party, 
8am-4pm 
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VISTA MEMBER RECOGNITION 
Thanking our VISTAS for their hard work 
 

As part of our new VISTA Member Recognition 

program, each month we will be spotlighting four 

VISTAs selected for awards in the following 

categories:  

• The Above & Beyond Award for the VISTA who's 
put in extra effort. 
 

• The Good Role Model Award for the VISTA who's 
made time for a struggling student. 
 

• The Outstanding Outcomes Award for the VISTA 
who's made big things happen. 
 

• The Perseverance Award for the VISTA who 
hangs in there when things get tough. 

 

Jeremy Deal, YouthServe 
 

The Outstanding  
Outcomes Award 
 

Jeremy used his technical and 

organizational skills to create 

data management systems at 

the PSP main office, the Family Information & 

Resource Center, and the America Reads program. 

Each new system has greatly improved the efficiency 

and capacity of the site it serves, allowing programs 

to run much more smoothly. We will miss Jeremy 

when his term ends this month. We wish him all the 

best as he continues his graduate studies at USU. 
 

Michelle Dove,  
Wilson Elementary School 
 

The Perseverance Award 

Michelle has been faced with 

some adversity in the past few 

months. However, she always 

thinks about her work as a VISTA despite any 

difficulties she encounters. She has supported Wilson’s 

after school club, supervised a summer camp, 

managed the food backpack program, and 

organized a clothing drive in her year of service. This 

month she’ll complete a successful VISTA term at 

Wilson, where she’ll continue in a new position as a 

teacher’s aide/parent liaison. We’ll miss you Michelle! 

 

 

 

Cameron Brewer,  

Title VII of Logan 
 

The Above & Beyond Award 

Cameron has been busy 

improving student data 

systems for the Title VII 

program. He spends hours improving the usability of 

the system, all while being dedicated to participating 

in PSP-organized activities and community events. He 

provided us with a trailer for USU’s homecoming 

parade, attended the Pumpkin Walk party with his 

family, and went out of his way to assist with Pumpkin 

Walk setup.  In his first months as a VISTA he has gone 

above and beyond expectations for both his site and 

for PSP. Thanks for all you do Cameron! 
 

Melanie Chambers,  
Cache High School 
 

The Good Role Model Award 

Melanie is a champion for 

students at Cache High. She 

has been instrumental in 

creating the school’s first ever lunch program. She 

has requested support from businesses, written grants, 

and coordinated food donation pickups to make 

sure that Cache High’s students are being fed every 

day. Students at Cache High work very hard to 

graduate each year; Melanie works to minimize their 

concerns about food availability while engaging 

them in the lunch program. Several students have 

earned their food handlers’ permit through the new 

program, a skill set they can use to support 

themselves while continuing their education. 
 

SEPTEMBER 11 SERVICE PROJECT 
Collaborating to Serve 
 VISTA Member Jeremy Deal worked with 

Roger Priest of Richmond’s Lion’s Club to plan a 

service project for the September 11 National Day of 

Service. VISTA Members cleaned, sorted, and 

packaged over 3,800 pairs of glasses at the Senior 

Citizens Center in Logan.  The Lion’s Club will take the 

glasses to Senegal later this year to benefit those in 

need. A big thank-you to Jeremy, Roger, and the rest 

of our VISTAs for making this service project a success! 

The Public School Partnership (PSP) is an educational nonprofit organization based at Utah State University in Cache 

Valley, UT. The PSP accomplishes its mission to eliminate poverty through improving education by building 

partnerships between schools, parents, and the surrounding community in Northeastern Utah. 

 


